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Despite a common perception that most writing in antiquity was produced by men, some important

literature written by women during this period has survived. Edited by I. M. Plant, Women Writers of

Ancient Greece and Rome is a comprehensive anthology of the surviving literary texts of women

writers from the Graeco-Roman world that offers new English translations from the works of more

than fifty women.From Sappho, who lived in the seventh century B.C., to Eudocia and Egeria of the

fifth century A.D., the texts presented here come from a wide range of sources and span the fields

of poetry and prose. Each author is introduced with a critical review of what we know about the

writer, her work, and its significance, along with a discussion of the texts that follow. A general

introduction looks into the problem of the authenticity of some texts attributed to women and places

their literature into the wider literary and social contexts of the ancient Graeco-Roman world.
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"A comprehensive anthology, carefully researched, Women Writers of Ancient Greece and Rome

has the considerable merit of making available in English translation authors who have never been

translated at all, or whose work can be found only by professional scholars."

I. M. Plant is Lecturer in Ancient History at Macquarie University, New South Wales, Australia.

Another great source book for those interested in women in antiquity. This book contains a good

deal of introductory material on each writer (to the extent it exists), reference notes for each chapter



and an extensive bibliography. It would make an excellent reference for a research based, upper

level undergraduate course in Classics, Women's Studies, or Religious Studies.

A vital collection of an impressive array of creative works. I was especially impressed with the

inclusion of many of the Mothers of the Christian Church whose writings are hard to find and too

often neglected. The translations of Proba's Cento and the poems of Eudocia are worth the price of

the whole book.

I research the histories of women in philosophy, and Plant preserves almost all of them who wrote

anything. Not only is this book a collection of women's writings in various fields (medicine,

philosophy, letters, etc.), Plant gives us authoritative histories of his subjects by person or group.
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